











Numb. 119. 


MERCATOR: 


Commerce Retriched, 


BEING 
Cons1pERATIons on the State of the British Trade, &c. 


— in 


From Cuefpay, February 23. to Churlday, February 25. 1712. 





_ 
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The Suggeftions of our getting a Million a Year by the Portugal Trade, and of that Gain being wholly 
procur’d by the Treaty with Portugal, fully Confuted. 


The Difingenuity of thofe things Expofed. 


The whole Export of Britain to Portugal not amounting to a Million a Year, by a great deal. 
The Fatt of Probibitions in Portugal laid down, and a Proof that nothing but Woolen Cloths were Proe 


hibited. 
No Proof brought to the contrary. 


The pretended Encreafe of our Exports to Portugal fince the Treaty, Examined. 
Woollen Cloths excepted, there were more Woollen Goods Exported to Portugal rhe Year before the Treaty, 


than the Year after tt. 


An Agcount of both Years by which it is made appear to be fo. 
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HE Oppofers. of the Treaty of Commerce 

have endeavoured with much Noife, tho” hi- 

therto. with little Subftance, to cty up the 

Portugal Trade,as the great Objection againft 
making the Treaty with France effetl. The Argu- 
ment, if any Argument is in it all, chey have fumm’d 
up by Interrogatory thus: 


“ 3, Is it worth while for us. to’ lofé a Million per 
‘ Anm which we gain by the Portugal Trade, to 
“ Eftablith the French Trade,which we lofe a Million a 
“ Year by? 

“<9, Is the Portugal Trade encreafed fince the Treaty 
“ we made with them, or no? 


1. Infinuating by this way of Argument, 1. That we 
get a Million per Ann. by the Portugal Trade, which is 
fir of alla horrible Untruth: And 2. As it is not true, 


it is a barbarous thing for them to fuggeft ir, to be- 


fpeak the Portuguefe Impofing upon us, if they have 
Opportunity upon that Suggeftion. 

2. Infinuating alfo, Thor the Encreafe of the Portugal 
Trade, which has happened fince this Treaty, is owing 
to and occafioned by this Treaty. 

Both thefe are notorious Falfhoods, and fhall appear 
to be fo to any impartial Obferver. 

As to our getting a Million a Year by the Portugal 
Trade, it is a moft extravagant and ridiculous Affertion, 
fince if the Accounts were examined, the ME RC A- 
JOR believes the whole Trade between Great Britain 
and Portugal does not amount to fo much as a Million, 
and a very great Trade it is too: A Million a Year in 
the: Exportarion of Englifh Goods to one Kingdom, is 
a Prodigy of Trade, and beyond what can be imagined; 
of which however fomething may be faid by it felf. Bur 
furcly if the Exports of our Goods do not come up to 
a Million a Year, the Profit cannor be a Million; for 
we do not get all by the Trade, our Manufactures muft 
coft us fomething fure, or elfe how fhould we be in 
dariger of other Nations under-felling us ? 


Come we next to Examine the real Encreafe of the 
Portogal Trade, and the Reafons of it; in which Exa- 
mination, the MERCATOR undertakes to expofe 
the Fallacy of the Infinuation aforefaid, and that no 
it of that Encreafe is to be placed to the Account cf 

r. Methven’s Treaty, or fo little as is not worth na- 
ming. . 

Fen then, we are to note, Fhat there was no Manu- 
fatures Prohibited in Portugal before the Treaty, but 
Woollen Cloths: For, tho” thefe Men: pretend to fay, 
that Druggets and Cloth‘Serges were Prohibited, and 
have printed rhat Falfhdod too among the reft; we give 
the Reader to underftand, that he ought to take it for 
a Forgery till they prove it, and fhew us when, and by 
what Proclamation or Pragma in Portogal it was done, 
which they have not yet offer'd; and there are twenty 

ood Reafons,why we fhould nor take their Words. 

he MERCATOR therefore fays, that fince there 
were no Englifh Manufafures but Woollen Cloths 
Prohibited by the Treaty, no part of the Encreafe of 
the Portugal Trade can be afcribed to that Treaty, but 
the Encreafe of thofe Goods,which were before Prohi- 
bited in Portugal, and which were admitted by that 
Treaty: The Reafons are plain. 

The Portugal Trade was an’ Encreafing Trade long 
before the Treaty we fpeak of was made, or, perhaps 
thought of being made, as wil) appear by the growing 
Exportation of our Goods thither every Year, from the 
Year 16098 to 1703, when this Treaty was firlt made, 
and the Encreafe of the Exportations every Year fince 
that time to this Year. 

But what is this to the Treaty ? The Encreafe of our 
Demand of Wine from them cannot have made ir, 
1. Becaufe that is not at all encreafed fince the Treaty, 
but rather decreafed, there being as great Quantities 
ina Year Imported betore the Treaty, if not greater, 
than ever have been fince: 2. Becaufe the whole Im- 
port of Wine from thence not amounting to above 70 
or &coo0]. a Year, cannor be prerended to be the Caufe 
of the Encreafe of our Goods to them, which is fuch 
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an immenfe Sum: 3. Becaufe the Reafons of the En- 
creafe of the Exportation of our Goods to Portugal are 


creafed to fuch a Prodigy, and does ftill fo encreafe, as 
to be infinitely greater than it was; which Encreafe, 
as abeve, began before this Treaty was fet on foot. 

But to come at a more perfect Explanation of thefe 
things, and to bring off the Portugal Trade from the 
Scandal of being fo much improved by this Treaty, that 
fo the Saddle may be‘fet upon the right Horfe; we here 

refent an Account of the Exportarion of the feveral 
Woollen Manufaétures, that were not Prohibited in 
Portugal, as it ftands in the Cuftom-houfe Books the 
Year before and the Year after this Treaty: And if it 
appears, that the Year before was as great,or near as 
great, much more if it appears to be greater, then it 
cannot be faid,that this Treaty has encreafed the Trade, 
but that the Encreafe going on no fafter than ic did be- 
fore, muft arife from fome other Caufe. 


Alfo it is to be obferved, that the Years now menti- 
oned are not fo much encreasd the one above the 
other, as the loweft of thefe Years was encreafed above 
the Year before it; which proves,that the Encreafe of 
the Portugal Trade .was really a thing not in the leaf 
relating to the Treaty, but began fome Years before; 
(viz. ) As the Brafil Trade began to encreafe, and held 
on by the Encreafe of the Brafil Trade as the true and 
only Caufe of it, and as the faid Brafil Trade is fill 
encreafing, perhaps more than any Trade in the World 
ever did encreafe, fo has the Englifh Trade to Portugal 
encreafed, and will: fill encreafe. How and why thar 
Trade encreafes, fhall be fpoken of by ic felf, 

To fuggeft then,that the Portugal Trade is encreafed 
by this ridiculous Treaty, is to fay no more,than as is 
proverbially faid, Every thing helps, faid the Wren, »ben 
Jbc p—t in the Sea. ; 

The two Years Export to Portugal are as follows, 
and feveral Obfervations worth Remark are to be made 
from them, and therefore perhaps they may be Printed 
more than once in thefe Papers; the Occafion of it wiil 
anfwer for the Tautology, as will appear in the Sequel. 


An Account of Woollen Manufattures, Woollen Cloths excepted, which were Exported from England to 
Portugal in the Years 1702, and 1704, being the. Year smmediately after the Treaty made with the 


King of Portugal (which was in the Year 1703.) 


NOTE, ‘The Woollen Cloths are excepted, becaufe they were Prohibited in Portugal in the Year 1702. 


Kinds of the 




























































































From Chriftmas 1701 | From Chriftmas 1703] Lefs in 1704 4 More in 1704 
Goods Exported. | to Chriftmas 1702. | to Chriftmas 1704. = in 1702. than in 1702. 
RAS § Double Pieces 15937 8656 | Pieces 7281 7 
S&S: Minikin Pieces 8117 |-—- 102474 213c% 
o& Single Pieces 147 |-— 421 _ 274. 
Cottons per Goads = 2141 | ———— 4.270 2130 
Plains — ~~ 164 — 164% 
Flannels and Frize | per Yard 479 | ——— 20233 - 15443 
Devon dozetis per Piece 8 |——- 25 — i7z 
Hats per Dozen 9865 | -——— 18694 883 
Kerfies per Piece 24. |-— 555 - 531 
Perpets and Serges | per lb. wt. 602604 |————— 4293253 l. 1732794 ' 
ate m Ree I. 76899 |———— 66701 hy 10198 — 
Stuffs, Drugeets,&c. | Ditto 1. 77 |--—- 93656 » I51051 
Stuffs with Silk sid enn wy ler — 10 
. , Childrens Woollen | per Dozen 61 |j- 3366 | 1855 
® \Ditto 1. Woatted 485 |-——— 4816 }———-.._ 74 . 
S Mens Woollen 5-43 |-— 23144 wee aot fom BRIE 
» Ditto 1. Woafted | ——— 12329 |-——~ 26834 — 8505 
‘Ss fWomens Woollen 8&4 |—— 2562 2478 
~ Ditto 1. Woatfted 48 |-—— 20 |————-_ 28 |--—— 
Blankets and Rugs} Value 1.17: 6:6: 1. 2342130 | ———— | 1. 216: 14: 6 





From this Atcount, thefe Obfervations may te made 
to the Confivming what is faid above. 

1. If any one pleafe to obfesve the Cafe of Druggets 
and Serges, they will find,that fo far was that. Treaty 
from encreafing the Exportation of them to Portugal, 
that there was Three hundred Twenty four thoufand 
Three hundred and Thirty Ib. Weight of Perpets 
and Sergets, Stuffs and Druggets, for all Druggets are 
Encred as Stuffs, Fxported the Year before the Treaty, 
when thefe Men fay, they were Prohibited in Portugal ; 
then there was the Year after, when they fay the Treaty 
obtain’d their Admiffion, and Encreafed their Trade. 

2, It is apparent from hence, that what they with 
an Affurance peculiar to themfelves affirm in print, (viz.) 
That Serges and Druggets were Prohibited before, and 
were admitted only by this Treaty, muft be a plain 
premeditated Forgery to fupport a Caufe which un- 
happily ftands in need of a Refuge of Lyes to have 








recourfe to, feeing more Serges and Druggets were 
carryed to Portugal before the Treaty, than have been 
in any Year for feveral Years after the Treaty. 

This Draught may have farther Obfervations made 
from it, in our next. 





ADVERTISEMENT. 
Jut Publith’d, 


** The Publick Spirit of the Whigs, fet forth in their 
generous Encouragement of the Author of the Cri/is ¢ 
Vith fome Obfervations on the Seafonablenefs, Candor, 
Erudition and Style of that Treatife. Price 1s. bur to 
the Subfcribers Half a Crown. Norte, This Work is 
Printed in Quarto, fir to be bound up with the Crifis. 
Printed for John Morphew, near Stationers Hall. 
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LONDON: Printed tor Ben’. Tooke, at the Temple-Gate ; and ee 


Joun Baxser, on Lambeth-Hill, 


( Price 3 Half-pence. ) 
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